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Answer FOUR questions. Each question should be chosen from a different category. Each question is worth 25 points. 
A. DRAMA

Q1- Contemporary English theater is characterized by a diverse range of styles, themes, and innovative approaches. Selecting a specific period or theatrical movement within the contemporary era, such as the 'In-Yer-Face' theatre, verbatim theatre, or immersive theatre, critically analyze the impact of this movement on the evolution of contemporary English theater. Explore the works of key playwrights, directors, or theatrical companies associated with this movement, examining their thematic concerns, stylistic innovations, and contributions to the theatrical landscape. Investigate the sociopolitical context that influenced this theatrical movement and its resonance within contemporary society. Furthermore, assess the lasting influence and legacy of this movement on subsequent theatrical trends and its enduring significance in shaping modern theatrical practices. 
 
Q2- The relationship between performance, audience engagement, and socio-cultural commentary has been central to contemporary English theater. Drawing from a selection of contemporary theatrical productions, analyze the ways in which performance techniques, staging, and thematic content intersect to engage audiences and reflect societal concerns. Discuss the deliberate use of theatrical elements—such as non-linear narratives, site-specific performances, or digital innovations—and their impact on conveying thematic depth, emotional resonance, or political commentary. Evaluate how contemporary playwrights and directors navigate the balance between traditional theatrical conventions and avant-garde experimentation. Additionally, reflect on the role of contemporary English theater in challenging societal norms, fostering inclusivity, and shaping public discourse.

B. NOVEL

Q1- Modernist Fiction is said to emerge due to the rise of individualism. Comment and illustrate with examples. 
 
Q2- In what way does Postmodern Novel replace Realism with multiple realities? 

C.POETRY
Q1- Contemporary English poetry encompasses diverse styles, themes, and socio-cultural influences that shape the poetic landscape of today. Considering the works of prominent contemporary English poets such as Carol Ann Duffy, Simon Armitage, Ocean Vuong, and others, analyze the evolution and thematic trends within contemporary English poetry. Explore the ways in which these poets navigate and respond to contemporary societal issues, personal identity, and cultural landscapes through their poetic expressions.
Q2- The relationship between form and content has been a hallmark of contemporary English poetry. Drawing from a selection of contemporary poets, explore the ways in which form, structure, and poetic devices intersect with thematic concerns in their works. Analyze the deliberate use of poetic form—such as free verse, experimental structures, or traditional forms—and its impact on the portrayal of themes, emotions, or societal critiques. Discuss how these poets navigate the balance between innovation and tradition in their poetic craft. Additionally, evaluate the role of language, imagery, and poetic devices in conveying meaning and engaging the reader in contemporary English poetry. Reflect on the significance of these poetical choices in shaping the reader's interpretation and experience of the poems.  
D. LITERARY THEORY
Q1- Contemporary literary theory encompasses a wide array of approaches and methodologies, each offering unique lenses through which to interpret and analyze literature. Taking into account major contemporary literary theories such as postcolonialism, feminism, ecocriticism, postmodernism, queer theory, and others, construct an integrative analysis of a selected literary work. How do these diverse theoretical frameworks intersect or diverge in their interpretations of the text's themes, characters, narrative structure, and socio-cultural contexts?
Q2- What distinctions can you draw between the following?
1- Historicism vs New Historicism
2- Russian Formalism vs New Criticism 
3- Marxist Ecocriticism vs Feminist Ecocriticism 
E. SHAKESPEARE
Q1- Respond to one of the following questions.
1- Shakespeare's works have been subject to various interpretations and critical analyses across centuries. Selecting a specific play or thematic aspect prevalent in Shakespeare's canon, such as gender dynamics, power and politics, or representations of madness, critically evaluate the evolution of scholarly interpretations and critical perspectives on this theme. Explore a range of critical approaches—such as feminist, postcolonial, psychoanalytic, or performance-based perspectives—applied to Shakespeare's works. Analyze key scholarly texts and critical essays that have shaped and influenced the understanding of this thematic aspect in Shakespeare's plays. Furthermore, discuss the significance of these interpretations in elucidating the complexities of Shakespearean drama and their relevance in contemporary scholarship.
2- Shakespeare's enduring legacy in literature and theater is attributed to his complex characters and the portrayal of human nature. Choosing a selection of plays or characters from different genres, such as tragedy, comedy, or history, conduct a comparative analysis of the representation and evolution of character archetypes in Shakespeare's works. Explore how characters evolve, interact, and embody cultural, social, or psychological dimensions within the plays. Discuss the influence of historical context, dramatic techniques, and language on character development. Additionally, analyze the reception of these characters over time and their resonance in contemporary culture, performance, and literary adaptations.
